PRESI DENT6S MESSAGE

MSCA started over thirty five years ago in June 1975 with a
meeting at Mystic Seaport, and since then the annual
meetings have been the major activity. The 2010 meeting,
hosted by The Center for Wooden Boats in Seattle,
spanned four days including two days of field trips. Betsy
Davis, Dick Wagner, Judie Romeo and the staff and
volunteers of CWB were gracious hosts. The
presentations, organized discussions, and visits to
museums, boat shops, boatbuilding schools, a sail loft, and
a metal foundry were all very valuable, but also very
important was the opportunity for informal conversations.
This year the MSCA annual meeting returns to Maine
October 19-22 for the first time in ten years. Maine
Maritime Museum in Bath and Penobscot Marine Museum
in Searsport will be the co-hosts. Keeping the meeting
affordable is a major consideration, particularly in these
times of tight budgets. The schedule, including field trips, is
being planned. Let us know what you would like to hear or
see. And if you would like to make a presentation let us
know about that also.

AVisible storageodo for smal/l
has only been implemented at a few museums. Attendees
at this yeardés meeting i n M
examples. Maine Maritime Museum is completing a multi-
year program to house the vast majority of its 130+ small
craft in visible storage accessible to museum visitors.
Penobscot Marine Museum doe:
closed to visitors storage area for boats; rather all the
buildings with boats are open to visitors.

Changing tacks, outside of the annual meetings what can
MSCA do to help you with small boat conservation and
restoration, the preservation of traditional skills, scholarly
research and historic boat documentation? An expanded
website is one potential but that opens the question of how
to expand it- online versions of publications by MSCA
members, links to other websites of interest or ??? Would a
forum or mailing list which would enable you to ask
guestions of others in the traditional small craft community
be of interest? Obviously access would have to be
controlled to eliminate spam. Let us know of any other
ideas, whether #&edrhieldloed o1

David Cockey

dcockey@comcast.net
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2011 ANNUAL MEETING PLANNED

October 19-22 in Maine

Co-Hosted by the Maine Maritime
Museum in Bath and the Penobscot
Marine Museum in Searsport

Thi s vy e arAdnsal N&&tiGgAwill be held on
the Maine coast. The meeting will be co-hosted by
the Maine Maritime Museum in Bath, and the
Penobscot Marine Museum in Searsport. Small
craft are a significant and expanding part of both
museums. MMM is completing a renovation of their
boat storage areas, and PMM has recently acquired
several historic craft from a boathouse on
Vinalhaven. We 61 I st art in Bat
morning, and move to Searsport to coincide with
PMMb6s Hi st or wn Satardaly. ®etadlsnc e
between are being worked out. There will be
several field trips to some of the nearby businesses
and organizations involved with small and not so
small craft. As at all MSCA meetings there will be
ample opportunities for the informal discussions.

More details and registration materials will be
distributed at a later date.
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2010 ANNUAL MEETING SUMMARY

The 2010 Annual Meeting was held at The Center
for Wooden Boats in Seattle, Washington the week
of October 25", The meeting was well attended,
with nearly fifty people in attendance; including
representatives from the east coast, west coast, gulf
coast, great lakes and even the Grand Canyon.

The meeting started with a day of touring to Gig
Harbor and Tacoma to visit some new museums
and historic maritime sites. The first stop was the
Gig Harbor BoatShop at the former Eddon
Boatyard. Opened as the Anderson Shipyard in
1920, Art Glein constructed the existing structure in
1945 and operated it until 1950 when he sold it to
Ed Hoppen and Don Harter, who combined their
first names to form the Eddon Boat Company. The
Hoppen/Harter partnership dissolved shortly
thereafter with Hoppen operating the boatyard until
1978. The well-known Thunderbird sailboats were
developed at Eddon Boat Co. The boatyard is now
a non-profit museum and educational center for
traditional boat building skills. The group then
moved on to see the Skansie Net Shed. Gig Harbor
retains 17 historic net sheds along the waterfront
and the Skansie shed is being preserved by the city
as a community cultural site. The members then
travelled to Tacoma to visit the Foss Waterway
Seaport, housed in a 107 yeari old wheat transfer
facility, known as the Balfour Dock building. The
Seaport has a collection of northwest boats and
operates a boat building and repair shop. The field
trip finished up at the Marine Carpentry Program of
Seattle Central Community College, where students
are trained in both traditional and contemporary
boat building techniques.

The field trip was followed by two great days of
excellent presentations, including discussions about
museums and the waterfront, using museum boats,
collection policies, and historic boat types.

The Center for Wooden Boats hosted the Annual Meeting

Presentations included the following: Guy Hoppen
and Chris Grace discussed the connection between
museum facilities and the waterfront. Scott Rohrer
and Paul Marlow presented the R-Class Sloop
Pirate and associated Pond Boats. Peter Lape
discussed ancient small craft of the Pacific Islands.
Sam Johnson shared recent activity related to the
Northwest Small Craft Initiative to identify,
document and preserve boats of the Northwest.
Lucien Swerdloff presented the boat documentation
created by a team of interns in Astoria, OR.

Richard Quartaroli discussed recent preservation
work on river-running boats of the Grand Canyon.
A lively discussion took place about defining the
reasons why we collect, preserve and interpret
small craft. Several evening receptions and dinners
provided opportunities to interact with colleagues
and visit small craft sites around Seattle.

A second day of touring followed the conference,
including visits to the following Olympic Peninsula
sites: The Northwest School of Wooden
Boatbuilding, Port Townsend Foundry and Edensaw
Woods, The Northwest Maritime Center, and the
Keyport Naval Undersea Museum.
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2011 ANNUAL
MEETING PHOTOS

MSCA members chat around small craft

Canoe display at Foss Waterway Seaport

/4

Members tour Eddon Boatyard at Gig Harbor Paul Marlow and Mindy Ross
present the Pirate Pond Model PAGE 3
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Washington State
Boat Documentation Workshop

The Center for Wooden Boats hosted a week-long
workshop on documenting historic boats in the Boat
House at Cama Beach State Park. The workshop
was funded through a grant from the Washington
State Historic Preservation Office. Twelve
participants from six institutions around the state
spent five days learning the tools and techniques for
documenting boats with measured drawings, large-
format photographs, and written narratives. The
focus of the workshop was to develop a working
knowledge of the skills and formats to prepare
documents that would be acceptable to the HAER
Collection at the Library of Congress.

Six boats were documented as part of the
exercises, including several skiffs from the livery at
Cama Beach, a San Francisco Whitehall, an H.A.
Long power skiff, and an Eddon Gig. The
participants will also be developing documentation
of a boat from their own collections.

The HAER Collection is housed in the Prints and
Photographs Department, is accessible to the

public, and is held in the public domain as
copyright-free material. The records can be viewed
and downl oaded through t
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/hh/

Workshop participants in front of a Cama Beach Skiff
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MSCA Website

The MSCA website has a new address

www.museumsmallcraft.org which should be
simple to remember. The new address provides for
downloads such as the BOATS PDF. Members are
encouraged to submit links to their institution® web
sites and contribute information that would be useful
to the membership.

MSCA Membership

There are two forms of membership in MSCA.
e Institutional Membership dues are $50 a year
¢ Individual Membership dues are free *
* Donations are always accepted and appreciated
To join, contact MSCA Secretary Todd Croteau
Email: Todd Croteau@nps.gov
Phone: (202) 354-2167
Mail: Todd Croteau
National Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW 7" Floor
Washington, DC 20005
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